
A  WORD  FROM PASTOR JOHN:  
 

Dear Seaside United Methodist Friends: 
 
As I now prepare to soon conclude my role as pastor of this church, my reflection 
is what a wonderful adventure has my experience at this church been! 
 
I was literally unloading a U-Haul truck in the driveway of my home in Gresham, 
after serving at Hillview United Methodist in Boise, when the phone rang and the 
District Superintendent asked if I was interested in living in a “cottage by the sea.”  
The cottage she referred to was the Seaside United Methodist parsonage, and, of 
course, with it was included serving as pastor of this church. 
 
So many events and people now flood my mind as I recall those years.  If I were to 
attempt to name some of those events and people, I would surely leave out others 
that are important.  It is enough to say it was a good experience.  No one could 
have imagined when I was first appointed here it would be for eleven years.  In 
fact, at the time I was appointed here, I was told it might not be for very long be-
cause at the time I was already officially retired and this church might be needed 
for a not-retired pastor I was told. 
 
The one experience I will mention is a very personal one; the death of my dear 
wife Bee in February of 2018.  It was most helpful for me to have the supportive 
community of this church, and my involvement in on-going church ministry, around 
the time of her passing. 
 
I now request and encourage your involvement with and support of the new Sea-
side United Methodist Pastor Michael Avila.  The tradition is when a pastor contin-
ues living in a community where he or she was the appointed pastor (as I am plan-
ning to do here), that pastor does not attend that same church for a time.  There-
fore, I will not be attending Seaside United Methodist for a while, even though I will 
be living in Seaside.  However, I will pray for this church and I wish a fruitful minis-
try for Pastor Michael here. 

 

 
                   Sincerely, John Tindell                                         July  2020         

                                                          
   
 
 

 

 

 

SEASIDE UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH  

SHARING 

The mission of Seaside United Meth-

odist Church is to reveal God in our 

living, loving and being by: 

 

--PROCLAIMING the Gospel of 

God’s Grace and Mercy  by service 

in our community and throughout 

the world. 
 

--INVITING and WELCOMING   

others into our community  of faith. 
 

--PROVIDING opportunities for  

worship, fellowship and spiritual 

growth. 

 

GOALS 
 

 Make our presence 

known in the  
    community.  
 

 Provide a place for  

        children and youth  
       where they feel  

                 they belong.  
   

 Minister to each 

other. 
 

 Make visitors feel  

        welcome (to the 
       church and       

                 community).     

                 Invite them to  

                 return.  

JUL 

2020 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

August 29, 2020 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

For your information, there is a time being set aside to celebrate John’s 62 

years in the ministry and wish John the best for his new situation.  The details 

will be announced in the August Newsletter and will depend on the COVID19 

guidelines in place at that time. 
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JULY  WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
There is a plan to continue the virtual service with Pastor  

Michael and you will receive a link via email as before. 

 

 

 

 

 

The online services that have been available are also still an  

option and to access this option, go to Google 

 

Then on to GREATER NORTHWEST UMC 

 

and there, click on GREATER NORTHWEST AREA OF THE 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

and then click on CLICK HERE FOR A LIST OF CHURCHES 

WORSHIPPING ON-LINE 

 

Notice the list of churches offering on-line worship is listed under 

the category of Alaska Conference, Pacific Northwest Conference, 

Oregon-Idaho Conference.     

 

You can access on-line any of the listed churches regardless of 

which conference they are in. 

 

 

<<<Also, on Sunday morning at 9:30, you can google/enter  

CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH SEASIDE OREGON, and 

follow instructions to connect with that service. 
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SUNDAY SUPPER DRIVERS   

The Catholic church provides a Sunday dinner at 4:00 

pm for those people who can come to the church, but 

for the ones who can’t, they have Sunday Supper 

Drivers.  The opportunity to be a part of this still ex-

ists if you would like to volunteer.   Please contact 

Richard Clatsky of Our Lady of Victory Catholic 

church @ 503-739-0332 and let him know of your will-

ingness to drive.  You can call this number to see if 

this is happening during the COVID-19 guidelines 

 

    South County                                      Food Bank  

 
Please continue bringing items for the Food Bank when we have re-
turned to using the church.   We have a volunteer to take the food to 
the Food Bank building.  Our thanks goes to Bethany Stamschror.    
Otto helps her, and  she and Otto make a good  team.     A big thank 
you to both.   

   OUR GIFTS OF MONEY YEAR-TO-DATE:  $ 
      OUR GIFTS OF POUNDS YEAR-TO-DATE: $ 2680.00 

(Formula:  134# @ $20.00/#) 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The Food Bank can’t accept any homemade canned 

items,or soaps including bar, dish, laundry, Paper Products, or Per-

sonal items. However, they can accept food in bulk/large packag-

ing that will be broken down into smaller portions.  If possible, 

though, donations in smaller packaging makes it easier to hand 

out.  THANK YOU. 

 FAMILY ASSISTANCE 
         Year-to-date:       

         Donations:  $        50.00 

         Assistance: $    235.00 

 Every first Sunday of the month, 

look for the Family Assistance basket 

at the table at the back of the sanctu-

ary.     Every contribution is used with 

consideration both for your giving and 

for the need of the person asking for 

JULY 2020 

Juices 
Hamburger Helper 
Flour, Sugar 
Coffee & Tea 
Soaps, Bar, Dish, Laundry 
Paper Products 
Personal Items 

Canned Tunas & Meats 
Pasta & Sauce 
Rice & Dry Beans 
Chili & Stew 
Canned Fruit & Vegetables 
Box Prepared Meals  
Box Mac & Cheese Dinners 

 

 

“REIMAGINING  LIFE TOGETHER” 

 

On May 20, 2020, The Greater Northwest Area of the United Methodist Church issued a document which 

listed requirements and recommendations for local churches and ministry settings to reopen buildings and re-

turn to ministry activities during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

A committee of representatives from each committee existing at Seaside United Methodist Church has been 

meeting, with proper precautions, to form a plan that meets with the Phases as outlined out in the document.  

Our plan includes how each guideline will be addressed and implemented.  “No United Methodist local church 

or ministry across the Greater Northwest Area may reopen without approval of its plan by their assigned Dis-

trict Superintendent or Director of Connectional Ministries working under the authority of the Bishop.”   

 

Another requirement for re-opening is we do not exceed the state and local public health guidance in permit-

ting intended activities in each phase.   At this time, there are (4) Phases that we must plan for and adhere to.   

You will be informed as the requirements listed are complete, and at the same time, what will be required of 

you to, once again, come to a worship service in the sanctuary.   

 

Our challenge is to love in new and innovative ways as we reimagine what church is, what community 

is, in this new reality. 
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MICHAEL AVILA 
I bring greetings to you today, but since I do not tend to talk in ways that sound so formal, I would rather just say “hi” to 

everyone.  My name is Michael Avila, and I want to begin by saying how grateful I am for the honor and privilege of 

being asked to serve as your pastor.  As you know, starting July 1, 2020, I will officially be appointed to serve the  

Seaside United Methodist Church and Astoria First United Methodist Church. 

 

In terms of background, I would share with you, I am new to the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference.  I am an Ordained 

Elder in full connection with the Annual Conference of Greater New Jersey.  My wife, Vicki and I moved to Oregon, 

where she had grown up, to be closer to her family.  We currently live in Redmond where Vicki works for the Redmond 

School District. 

 

Our intention, at the moment, is to continue to maintain our home in Redmond, where Vicki will continue to work.  I will 

live in the Seaside UMC parsonage, and Vicki will join me (and us!) as often as possible.  As it relates to credentials, I 

hold a Doctor of Ministry (DMin) degree from New York Theological Seminary.  Additionally, I am an Oregon state 

Licensed Marriage and Family harpist and a Psychotherapist Member with the Association for Clinical Pastoral Educa-

tion. 

 

I want to say that, from the moment I read the profile of Seaside UMC, along with every interaction in preparation for 

this appointment, I began to see the special qualities and spirit of the Seaside church.  As I am learning more about the 

church, like the Apostle Paul, I find myself mirroring his words when addressing the churches, when he writes, “I have 

heard of your faith and trust in Christ, as well as your love for others.”  Seaside’s reputation as a loving, redemptive, and 

active community of faith is a given, so I can only imagine the challenge created in the face of our current health crisis, 

leaving the doors closed for so long.  Such an abrupt change in circumstances can leave people distressed, and possibly 

disconnected from one another.  I have heard from a few folks how much everyone is looking forward to the time when 

everyone can regather n the church for worship. 

 

In the meantime, I am working with the church leaders on ways to continue exploring ways to do church, especially as 

we move into different phases of re-entry.  I am committed to working toward solutions that will sustain us until we re 

able to regather as the vibrant community of faith.  In the history of this church, I see a lively ministry through the mem-

bers of the congregation, through whom God continues to bring light to the world.   Yet, it may also mean that this health 

crisis may create a lot of different ideas about how we continue to celebrate the past and negotiate the present, while 

looking ahead to the future. 

 

I am also aware that Seaside UMC and Astoria FUMC sharing a pastor for the first time is a big deal, which might take 

some getting used to, for all of us.  As I think about serving both churches in this shared appointment, I feel such grati-

tude for how each church, with roots in two distinct communities, facing their own unique challenges and opportunities, 

are continuing to touch the hearts and lives of those seeking a place of welcome, acceptance, and love.  I also feel in-

spired by the spirit of harmony and cooperation, already evidenced by the leadership of the Seaside and Astoria churches, 

especially in sorting out the details of what sharing a pastor will mean for both congregations. 

 

In preparation for moving to Seaside, I have many moments f optimistic anticipation.  I am like the little boy on a road 

trip who keeps saying, “are we there yet?”  I can hardly wait to move in and begin.  The best part for me is getting to 

know everyone and looking forward to learning together the creative and unexpected ways God will continue to bring 

light to the world through us all. 

 

Seaside United Methodist Church has a legacy of ministry that continues to thrive and cannot be hindered by the coro-

navirus.  Yes, we will get through this difficult time, but we will get through it together.  I am excited about what God’s 

Spirit wants to do in our church and our community.  I ask you to remember me in your prayers, as I pray for each of 

you, that we might have eyes to see and ears to hear, what God wants to teach me through you, and what God wants to 

teach us about each other, as we continue together to be a beacon of God’s light and hope in the world 

 

I look forward to how God will guide us and sustain us in the days ahead.  “Are we there yet?”   

Blessings, Pastor Michael 

JULY 2020 
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“GETTING TO KNOW YOU” by Gail Bernard. 

(Due to no church services in the last half of March, there will be no article in July) 

 

“This project that began four years ago is simply a means by which we, as fellow church 

members can get to know the person who’s sitting next to us in church.  For yours truly, 

it’s been a delightful and rewarding experience.  I am honored by helping to share the 

stories of faith by our members and hope other members continue to be inspired by 

God’s mysterious ways working in the lives of others.”   

 

 Blessing Upon You + 

Gail 

 
Smiling is Infectious 

 
 

Smiling is infectious 
you catch it like the flu, 

When someone smiled at me today 
I starting smiling too. 

 
I passed around the corner 
and someone saw my grin, 
When he smiled I realized 
I’d passed it on to him. 

 
I thought about that smile, 
then I realized its worth. 

A single smile, just like mine 
could travel round the earth. 

 
So, if you feel a smile begin, 

don’t leave it undetected 
Let’s start an epidemic quick 
and get the world infected. 
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July Birthdays 
07/01 Carey Buerk             07/19 Tommy Johnson 
07/10 Carol Reynolds         07/29 Judy Parish-Swift 
07/14 Kindle Dunaway       07/30 Nancy Taggard 
07/14 Otto Stamschror       07/31 Kristi Culver 
07/16 Kive Dahlberg           07/31 Jeremy Sanders 
07/17 Ed Gearhart              07/31 Terrence Sand-

July  Anniversaries 
07/28 Sean & Bethany Stamschror 
07/30 Larry & Kathy Floyd 

JULY           WORSHIP ASSISTANTS       2020                    

Directory 2020 —John Tindell,  Neawanna by the Sea, 24 North Wahanna Rd #2, Seaside, OR 97138; Michael & 
Vicki Avila, avilamichael143@gmail.com, 1-541-499-9703, 551 Farrell Ct, Seaside, OR 97138;Dorothy Nimtz,  
dorthynimtz@gmail.com; Kraig Dunaway, 971-320-9728, dunawaykraig@gmail.com 
 

THE WONDER OF THE WAVES 
When our children were small we traveled halfway across the country every summer to spend a week at an ocean-side  
cottage.  Building sand castles and surf fishing, enjoying a back porch rocker and a beach barbecue, and falling asleep to the 
sound of the breakers made that week the highlight of every year.    
 
During the day we would sit by the hour and watch the dance of the water as it curled up under itself and rolled back to its 
starting place.  Seaside birds would weave in and out, following the receding water and running before its advance, looking for 
tidbits to snack on.  Whether the tides were in or out, the waves continued this relentless motion day after day. 
 
There’s something soothing about the noise of the surf,  the constancy of the waves.  Whether you watch the water or listen to 
it, the gentle rolling and crashing become almost hypnotic, following a timeless pattern.  Manufacturers of “white noise”  
machines usually include a setting with wave sounds, knowing that such repetitive patterns can lull insomniacs to sleep. 
 
After a week of absorbing the sights and sounds of the ocean, we found that God had worked a miracle.  Our shoulders were 
no longer knotted with stress, our brows no longer furrowed with worry.  Those miraculous waves had brought us to rest. 
 

          THE LORD ON HIGH IS MIGHTIER THAN THE NOISE OF MANY WATERS, 
   YEA, THAN THE MIGHTY WAVES OF THE SEA……..Psalm 93:4, KJV   

LITURGISTS: 

Services to be announced 

 

USHER:    
 

GREETERS 

Everybody 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS: 

No Coffee Hours 

 

COMMUNION HOST:   

No Communion 

 

FLOWERS:  

No Services 
SOUND:  Rich Harrison 

 

MEDIA OPER:  Ron Crandall,  

Dave Kinman, Clarke Powers, 

Kathy Floyd  

FINANCE—None scheduled /tba  

N.O.W.W— None Scheduled/tba 

SPRC——  None scheduled/tba  

TRUSTEES—None Scheduled/tba 

COUNCIL—None scheduled/tba 

 

JULY 2020 
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SHARED GIVING UPDATE: 

 

Total due to Conference for 2020  
$15,327= $1269.75 mo 
 

Given as of March 2020:   
$7650.00   

DVD OF SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICE  is 

still available through the church media cen-

ter.  They are $5.00 a copy and can be or-
dered thru the office or speak to Rich  on 

Sunday  morning. 

 

AT THIS TIME, THE NEXT UMW NOON POTLUCK GENERAL MEETING WILL BE ON 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2020 AT 12:00 NOON 

 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER AND BE READY TO COME BACKK FOR THE UMW NOON MEETING 

 

    YEAR-TO-DATE  FINANCIAL  POSITION 

Checking account balance:   $ 18,103.93  INCOME  YTD:       $45,097.08 

Savings account balance:      $ 28,787.53   EXPENSES YTD:    $51,158.31 
 

                         ATTENDANCE:  None until further notice 
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THIS ACTIVITY POSPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

CALLING ALL KNIT-WITS 

It will come a time to grab your knitting needles and meet in the Fireside Room —The first and 

third Tuesday mornings at 10 am for fellowship, knitting, and chatting.  One possible project—

knitting pouch liners for joeys that have been affected by the fires in Australia.  Crocheters wel-

come too!   

 

QUESTIONS/??? Call or email Barb Fishel (443) 791-0799 or barbfishel@gmail.com 

 

Crafters are invited to be a part of gathering on Tuesday mornings at the church at 10:30 am.  However, 
this gathering will be postponed until further notice.  If you have any questions, please contact Jean 
Newton @ 503-861-1887 

FUNDRAISING 2020 
 

At this time, our  upcoming fundraising will be  discussions for future meetings. 

(Now with all this social distancing time, put your thinking hats on.) 

 

Monthly, after month end, a Profit & Loss Statement will be posted on the bulletin board. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Floyd or Laurel Adelman 



241 N Holladay Dr 
Seaside, OR 97138-6831 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SEASIDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

Phone: 503-738-7562 
Email: seasideunitedmethodist@gmail.com 

www.seasideoregonumc.org 

FOR THE GARDEN OF DAILY LIVING 
How to Plant your garden:  First, you Come to the Garden alone,  

While the dew is still on the roses….. 

 

 

 
 

PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS: 
1. Peace of mind;  
2. Peace of heart;  
3. Peace of soul. 

 
PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH: 

1. Squash gossip 
2. Squash indifference 
3. Squash grumbling 

4. Squash selfishness 
 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE: 
1. Lettuce us be faithful 

2. Lettuce be kind 
3. Lettuce be patient 

4. Lettuce really love one another 
 

 
 

 
 

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS: 
1. Turnip for meetings 
2. Turnip for service 

3. Turnip to help one another 
 

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN 
WE MUST HAVE THYME: 
1. Thyme for each other 

2. Thyme for family 
3. Thyme for friends 

 
WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND 

CULTIVATE WITH LOVE.  THERE IS MUCH 
FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN BECAUSE YOU 

REAP WHAT YOU SOW. 

 
 


